DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

A fortnight before the expected birth of the Prin-
cess's first baby in the following January, the Queen
sent to Berlin her favourite physician. Sir James
Clark, so that an English eye should watch over her :
an English nurse followed, and the Prince Consort
would have liked his old tutor, Baron Stockmar, to
have gone to Berlin also for the event. The delivery
was very difficult : it was doubtful whether either
mother or son would survive, and it was not till two
days afterwards that it was discovered that the baby's
left shoulder was so seriously injured that, in spite
of all subsequent treatment, Prince William's arm
remained permanently powerless. Possibly this was
not known for some time to the mother's parents,
for the Prince Consort, writing to Stockmar a week
after, spoke of the joy in Berlin over the birth of the
" strong healthy boy," and the Queen writing to
Uncle Leopold on the same day alluded to the cc dear
little boy, improving so much and thriving in every
way/' It much distressed her that a political crisis
in England prevented her going to Berlin for the
christening ; it was heart-breaking, she was never so
disappointed, and she blamed the constitution of
Prussia for her inability to attend it: cc It is a stupid
law in Prussia, I must say, to be so particular about
having the child christened so soon." But Lord Raglan
and Captain De Ros represented her, and the Prince
Consort intended to question them more minutely on
their return as to whether Vicky was getting out of
doors, for in fresh air alone (whatever German doctors
said) could she recover her health and strength : or
was she " growing weak and watery, by being baked
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